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Letters
To The
Editor
The Rappahannock 

Times welcomes Letters 
To The Editor. Letters 
should address subjects 
of local public interest.
  When writing please 
conform to the following 
guidelines:
  * Be as brief as possible;   
letters should be no lon-
ger than 500 words; 
  * Sign your full name 
and include your ad-
dress;
  * Include telephone 
number for verification 
purposes (the number 
will not be published).
  Also when writing, 
do not submit form let-
ters, thank you letters, 
forwards, letters written 
to a third party or letters 
dealing with personal 
matters. 
  All letters including 
those containing state-
ments of fact the newspa-
per cannot independently 
and immediately verify 
as true will be subject to 
editing and consideration 
for  non-publication. 
Submission deadline is 
Monday at 10 a.m.

Let Us Help You

June Parker Memorials

Distinctive monuments of finest 
quality over 50 years.
Stop by our full display behind 
June Parker Station, or call for an 
appointment.

801 Church Lane, Tappahannock        
443-2121

Select A Memorial

December 12
* Jamal O. Campbell, 23 years old of Tappahan-

nock, was arrested for disorderly conduct, destruc-
tion of property, domestic assault, drunk in public. 
* Timothy Lee Davis, 50 years old of Champlain 

was arrested for possess cannabimimetic.
December 15
* Took a report of an hit and run that occurred on 

Airport Road.
December 19
* Took a report of breaking and entering that oc-

curred at Foxchase Apartments.
* Took a report of larceny that occurred at 408 

Church Lane.
December 20
* Took a report of tampering with a motor vehicle 

that occurred on Queen Street.
December 22
* Ryan Christopher Patterson, 20 years old of 

Champlain, was arrested for purchase or possession 
by person less than age 21, contribute to delinquen-
cy of minor.
* Robin L. Jefferies, 46 years old of St. Stephens 

Church, was arrested for embezzlement.
* Quantia E. Johnson, 21 years old of Tappahan-

nock, was arrested for assault on family member.
* Johnnie Levern Thompson, Jr., 40 years old of 

Farnham, was arrested for ba check, and failure to 
appear.
December 29
* Veronica Mae Carter, 45 years old of Cham-

plain, was arrested for embezzlement.
* Quintia Janae Ball, 29 years old of Tappahan-

nock, was arrested for two felony counts of destruc-
tion of property.

December 12-30

King and Queen County started a new initia-
tive at its December School Board meeting.  
A Central High School (CHS) alumnus will be 
recognized each month.  The first recipient of 
the award went to Percy E. Pollard, Sr. who is 
the son of the late George Thomas and Hat-
tie Taylor Pollard.  He graduated from CHS in 
1961.  He graduated from  Virginia State Uni-
versity  in 1966 with a Bachelor’s Degree in in-
dustrial education electronics and a Master’s 
Degree in May 1997 in vocational technical 
education.  Pollard is currently the Great Aspi-
rations Scholarship Program (GRASP) advisor 
at CHS, helping seniors find resources for col-
lege. Photographed (from left) are Pollard and 
Dr. Carol B. Carter, division superintendent.

CHS Grad Cited

The 2017 Operation 
Inasmuch Soup Supper 
will be held at Beale 
Memorial Baptist Church 
on Monday, Jan. 9, at 
6 p.m. Plan to attend as 
Essex Churches To-
gether (ECT) pastors, 
team leaders and church 
contacts prepare for Op-
eration Inasmuch 2017. 
This will be the orga-

nization’s 10th year of 
serving the community.

SAT., JAN. 7 - SUN., JAN. 8

ESSEX ‘5’ 
CINEMAS

ACCEPT: VISA, MASTERCARD                                  
&  DISCOVER

FRIDAY, JAN. 6

        Visit Our Website:   
 www.pandgtheatres.com

MON., JAN. 9 - THURS., JAN. 12

UNDERWORLD: BLOOD WARS(R)  
5:00, 7:45
ROGUE ONE: A STARS WARS 
STORY(PG13)  5:00, 8:00 
SING(PG)  4:30, 7:00
FENCES(PG13)  5:05, 8:00
PASSENGERS(PG13)  4:45, 7:20

FOR FURTHER INFO: Call 804-443-0837. ADULTS $8.00; 

CHILDREN 11 AND UNDER $6.00; SENIORS 62 AND 

OLDER $6.00. ALL SHOWS BEFORE 6:00 P.M. ARE $6.00 

FOR  EVERYONE. *NO ONE UNDER 17 ADMITTED TO R 

RATED FILMS WITHOUT PARENT OR ADULT ACCOMPANI-

MENT - ID’S REQUIRED.  

Route 17 in The Essex Square 
Shopping Center, 

Tappahannock

MOVIE HOTLINE: 
804-445-1166

ALL SHOWS STARTING 
BEFORE 6:00 P.M.                                                  

$6.00

TUESDAY IS BARGAIN DAY, 
ALL SHOWS ONLY $5.50

UNDERWORLD: BLOOD WARS(R)  
2:45, 5:00, 7:45
ROGUE ONE: A STARS WARS 
STORY(PG13)  2:00, 5:00, 8:00 
SING(PG)  2:00, 4:30, 7:00
FENCES(PG13)  2:00, 5:05, 8:00
PASSENGERS(PG13)  2:15, 4:45, 7:20

UNDERWORLD: BLOOD WARS(R)  
7:00
ROGUE ONE: A STARS WARS 
STORY(PG13)  7:00 
SING(PG)  7:00
FENCES(PG13)  7:00
PASSENGERS(PG13)  7:00

Operation
Inasmuch
Soup
Supper

Adult Financial Exploitation Costs Victims 
An Estimated $28.2 Million In SFY 2015
Adult financial exploi-

tation costs elderly and 
vulnerable Virginians an 
estimated $28.2 million, 
a figure that could well 
top $1 billion, accord-
ing to a review by Adult 
Protective Services.
 The 2016 General 

Assembly requested the 
report, the first look 
at the scope of adult 
financial exploitation in 
the Commonwealth. The 
Virginia Department for 
Aging and Rehabilita-
tive Services was asked 
to convene a group of 
stakeholders to develop 
recommendations to 
fight this problem that 
robs its victims of eco-
nomic security.
 “Financial exploita-

tion leaves victims and 
their families devas-
tated,” said DARS 
Commissioner Jim 
Rothrock. “We need a 
closer collaboration with 
employees of financial 
institutions, who may 
be the first individuals 
outside the victim’s fam-
ily to suspect something 
amiss.”

The estimate of $28.2 
million is likely a small 
fraction of the funds ac-
tually lost, given that na-
tional estimates suggest 
that only 1 in 44 cases 
of financial exploitation 
are reported to officials. 
DARS believes that the 
full impact of financial 
exploitation thus may 
rob Virginia victims of 
an estimated $1.2 billion 
a year. 
 “We must commit 

to protecting our most 
vulnerable citizens from 
exploitation,” said Del. 
Christopher Peace, 
R-Hanover, who asked 
DARS to convene a 
work group to provide 
an estimate of the cost 
of financial exploitation 
and recommend ways to 
stop it. “Virginia should 
examine its current 
resources for Adult Pro-
tective Services, for our 
public guardianship pro-
gram that allows proper 
oversight of the affairs 
of incapacitated adults, 
and for education and 
training of Adult Protec-
tive Services staff.” 

The report outlines the 
findings of a random 
sample of the 1,016 
cases substantiated in 
state fiscal year 2015 
by APS workers who 
investigate complaints of 
suspected exploitation, 
abuse or neglect of older 
or vulnerable adults.
Seventy-six of the case 

records pulled in the 
random sample contained 
sufficient information to 
examine the funds taken, 
which ranged from $10 
to $1 million. Given an 
average loss of $27,782 
and the number of cases 
substantiated by APS 
workers, the report con-
cluded that an estimated 
$28,226,512 was taken 
from victims.
 However, as financial 

exploitation is signifi-
cantly underreported, as 
many as 44,051 vic-
tims may have lost an 
estimated $1.2 billion, 
according to APS Direc-
tor Paige McCleary. 
She added that exploita-
tion’s costs are expected 
to grow as the ranks of 
Virginians older than 60 
swell with boomers in 
the coming years.
 Victims of financial 

exploitation are typi-
cally age 60 or older and 
perpetrators are typi-
cally relatives. It’s rarely 
reported, often because 
victims may blame them-
selves, be dependent 
on the perpetrator, feel 
embarrassed or want to 
protect the perpetrator.
 The work group’s 

recommendations aim to 
improve collaborations 
between Adult Protective 
Services and financial 
institutions staff and to 
strengthen investiga-
tions of this problem. 
They include changes to 
certain definitions in the 

Code of Virginia, im-
proving training for APS 
workers and developing 
educational materials 
for financial institutions. 
Members of the group 
included state and local 
law enforcement of-
ficials, financial institu-
tional representatives, 
stakeholders and employ-
ees from related state 
agencies familiar with 
the problem of financial 
exploitation.
 “I want Virginia to cre-

ate a culture of reporting 
and investigating these 
cases much like we have 
with issues of domestic 
violence and incidents 
of child abuse. I applaud 
the DARS staff and work 
group that worked dili-
gently to produce action-
able recommendations 
to make Virginians safer 
from harmful exploita-
tion,” said Peace.
The report, “Adult 

Financial Exploitation in 
Virginia: Collaborative 
Approaches to Address 
the Issue,” is available 
at http://bit.ly/2hDclec. 
Suspected cases of adult 
financial exploitation 
may be reported to a lo-
cal department of social 
services’ Adult Protec-
tive Services unit or 
by calling the toll-free, 
24-hour APS hotline at 
(888) 832-3858.

Budget
Cuts
Draw
Concern
Conservation, forestry 

and wildlife control have 
all taken huge hits in 
Gov. Terry McAuliffe’s 
reductions to the state 
budget.
The governor’s fiscal 

year 2018 budget appro-
priated just $7.6 million 
for the best management 
practices cost-share 
program that helps farm-
ers pay for voluntary 
conservation practices to 
help the state achieve its 
water quality goals. 
“This is dramatically 

short of the $100 mil-
lion needed, and Farm 
Bureau will be asking 
the General Assembly to 
look at sources of fund-
ing to keep the program 
moving forward,” said 
Martha Moore, vice 
president of govern-
mental relations for the 
Virginia Farm Bureau 
Federation.
She explained that 

Virginia is under a court 
order to meet specific 
water quality goals by 
2025. Farmers have been
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